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                 National Pet Month 4th April – 4th May 2009
                            
          Fighting fit in its twentieth year
Have you got a cranky canine? A flagging feline? Or even a troubled tortoise? Well fear not, as National Pet Month (NPM) is returning from 4th April – 4th May 2009 to put the wag back into the tails of the United Kingdom’s pet population with the theme ‘Healthy Pets Make Happy Pets’.

Having raised a phenomenal amount of money over its 20 year existence, and attracting major sponsorship from premium pet food brand Iams, National Pet Month now wants to up its game and smash its fundraising target. As well as donating money to numerous animal charities, next year’s campaign will also seek to raise awareness of the importance of pet health... after all healthy pets make happy pets!
National Pet Month will be encouraging pet owners to host a variety of events across the nation. In 2008 these ranged from the athletic to the downright quirky; from pet obstacle courses, to animal church services. 
2009 will see the return of the National Pet Month Photographic Competition in which pet owners will be able to enter snaps of their favourite pet moments in the hope of making their furry, feathered or scaly friend a celluloid star at next years Ultimate Pet Show.*
Phil Sketchley, Chairman of NPM said:  

“With so many pets in the UK facing health problems, we want next April’s ‘Healthy Pets Make Happy Pets’ theme to enable pet owners not only to detect signs of ill health in their animals, but give them guidance on how they can help maximize their companion’s well being. The government’s recently launched Change4Life initiative, challenges human nutrition and health, and we want to do the same for animals. With the help of major sponsors such as Iams and for the first time in 2009, Pfizer Animal Health, I’m sure we can encourage responsible pet ownership amongst an even wider audience.”

Claire Forsyth-Brown from Iams said:

“This year’s theme of ‘Healthy Pets Make Happy Pets’ resonates with everyone at Iams as our mission is to enhance the well-being of dogs and cats. Being a sponsor of National Pet Month is a great honour and our way of actively supporting animal charities around the UK and those who champion responsible pet ownership.”
-ENDS-
For further information about National Pet Month, please contact Andy Shaw or Flora Neeson on 020 7802 8111 or email andy.s@bravepr.com or flora.n@bravepr.com
Notes to editors:

About National Pet Month

· NPM is a unique charity which brings together the work of animal welfare charities, professional organisations, schools, youth groups and members of the public to promote responsible pet ownership whilst celebrating the bond between people and their pets.

· NPM is co-ordinated by three trustees:

· NOAH (National Office of Animal Health)

· Pet Care Trust

· PFMA (Pet Food Manufacturers’ Association)

· NPM is supported by the veterinary profession and many animal charities 

        Iams is the principal sponsor of National Pet Month with Pfizer Animal Health and Countrywide as additional sponsors
· National Pet Month is registered charity number 1114880

For more information, see www.nationalpetmonth.org.uk
*Ultimate Pet Show is the UK’s first dedicated consumer, pet exhibition, taking place from 2nd – 4th May 2009 at the NEC Birmingham
About Iams

· The mission of Iams Company is to enhance the well-being of dogs and cats by providing world-class quality foods and pet care products that delight the consumer and strengthen the human-pet bond. We will actively support local events for the improvement of the communities where we operate
· Animal nutritionist Paul F. Iams founded the Iams Company in 1946 
· Procter & Gamble (P&G) acquired The Iams Company in September 1999
· The Iams Company sells Eukanuba®, only available in pet specialty stores and vets, and Iams® dog and cat foods which are available in pet specialty, veterinary practices and supermarkets
About Pfizer Animal Health

Pfizer Animal Health is a world leader in animal health and is committed to providing high-quality, innovative medicines and vaccines for livestock and companion animals. Recent products introduced to enhance the lives of dogs and cats include:

1. a therapeutic option for obesity in dogs 

2. a long-acting antibiotic injection for skin and soft-tissue infections in dogs and cats, eliminating the need for daily tablets 

3. a medication to treat vomiting and prevent motion sickness in dogs 
About Countrywide

Countrywide is the leading UK business in the supply of products and services to the rural community, available to buy in over 40 country stores or on line at www.countrywidefarmers.co.uk
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National Pet Month is a registered charity number 1114880.  The Trustees are:
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National Pet Month, c/o 3 Crossfield Chambers, Gladbeck Way, Enfield, EN2 7HF

           Tel: 020 8370 3688  Fax: 020 8363 1155  Email: info@nationalpetmonth.org.uk

                                                 Web www.nationalpetmonth.org.uk
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