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News Release

18 January 2012
Pet Health Information website updated changes to the Pet Travel Scheme – pet owners
NOAH has updated its Pet Health Information website www.pethealthinfo.org.uk to take into account changes to the Pet Travel Scheme (PETS) which took effect from 1 January 2012. These changes make it easier for pet owners to travel abroad with their pets, while keeping the UK protected from rabies.

NOAH has also commented on concerns that have been expressed about the potential for an increased risk of introducing rabies to the UK. However, DEFRA states that detailed risk assessment shows the risk to remain very low, largely due to the eradication of rabies from much of Western Europe. They say that the level of risk to the public has substantially reduced in recent years as the incidence of rabies in domestic and wild animal populations in the EU and other countries has decreased. The low incidence of the disease in popular travel destinations combined with the rabies vaccination requirement within the new rules mean that it remains extremely unlikely that rabies will be introduced to the UK. All travelling pets will still need to be vaccinated against rabies in order to travel to the EU and return to the UK. Pets from the EU and listed non-EU countries such as the USA and Australia will no longer need a blood test and will have to wait 21 days after vaccination before they travel. Pets from unlisted non-EU countries such as India, Brazil and South Africa will be able to enter the UK if they meet certain strict criteria to ensure they are protected against rabies, including a blood test at least 30 days after vaccination and a three-month wait before they enter the UK.

“Talk to your vet if you have any concerns”, says NOAH technical executive and veterinary surgeon Donal Murphy. “They will look at your pet, and where you are going. While the PETS requirements in the vast majority of cases will be wholly adequate, it is possible that in certain circumstances they may make further recommendations to guarantee protection – a ‘belt and braces’ approach. Depending on your individual situation, they may, for instance, recommend that a blood sample should be taken approximately 30 days after vaccination, to test for adequate antibody levels. Or they may recommend a second rabies vaccination, 3 to 4 weeks after the first injection if they believe that this is appropriate. As with any vaccination, they will be giving your pet a health check, as ideally the animal should be in good health at the time of administration of the vaccine.” 
Tapeworm treatment
The UK continues to be allowed to require dogs to be treated against tapeworms. This is because of the potential risk of the tapeworm Echinococcus multilocularis being introduced into the UK which would not only cause your dog to be ill but also represents a risk to people. The new regulation will ensure that a dog must be treated by a veterinary surgeon 24 to 120 hours (1-5 days) before entering one of the countries listed as EM-free (UK, Ireland, Finland and Malta). The tapeworm treatment will need to be an approved licensed veterinary medicine whose active ingredient is Praziquantal, or an equivalent product.
Tick treatment:

The legal requirement for tick treatment prior to entering the UK has been removed. However your vet may well recommend preventive treatments to guard against exotic tick species and the diseases that they transmit,such as babesioisis and ehrlichiosis. These can cause your pet to get quite ill, and diagnosis and treatment of these diseases can be difficult and expensive. Tick species such as Rhipicephalus sanguineus, which is one of the tick species which could be introduced to the UK, is well documented as being capable of establishing itself in new habitats – so by preventing ticks on your animal you will not only protect your own pet but also other animals in the UK when you return. 
Pet owners planning to travel abroad with their animals are advised to discuss with their vets what they are required to do some time before their travel dates, as part of good animal health practice.

Ends

1. For more information please contact Donal Murphy or Alison Glennon on 020 8367 3131

2. More detailed information about the requirements of the PETS travel scheme can be accessed via the DEFRA website- http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/2011/06/30/pb13582-bringing-pets-into-uk/ while independent guidelines on the control of exotic parasites and disease can be found at http://www.esccapuk.org.uk/.
3. You will find more information on NOAH’s Pet Health Information website www.pethealthinfo.org.uk.
